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2017 Executive Board Elections 

 At the close of nominations, there were no 

contested positions.  Because of this, the Secretary 

was charged with casting a ballot in behalf of the 

membership.  Thus there will not be a 2017 ballot 

distributed to the membership.  Details are located in 

the  Nomination Committee’s report.  

Have you renewed your membership in 

the RCT&HS for 2017? 

 
 Membership in the RCT&HS is on a calendar year 

basis.  Renewal forms were mailed to all 2016 members in  

November of 2016.  If you have not yet returned your       

membership renewal, please take the time to do it now.  Your 

support of our Society is extremely important to our ongoing 

efforts to preserve the history of the Reading Railroad.  A 

membership form is available on the Society’s web-site,  

www.readingrailroad.org  Or, if your contact information has 

not changed in the last year, you do not even need the actual 

form.  Simply provide your name and membership number and 

the category of membership you wish to choose and mail it, 

along with your check payable to RCT&HS for the amount of 

your dues. Mail to RCT&HS, PO Box 15143, Reading, PA 

19612-5143.  The categories of membership are: student $15; 

Individual $40; Family $48; Contributing $60; Sustaining 

$100; Corporate $150.  Please renew as soon as possible.  

Redner’s Markets Campaign Update 
 
  In early December, 2016,  member Don Davis     

compiled and submitted Redner’s cash register receipts totaling 

$63,780. On January 4th we received a donation to the General 

Fund from Redner’s Markets for $637.80.  This is a very easy 

fund raising campaign in which to participate.  If you live in 

the Southeastern PA area and shop at Redner’s Markets, simply 

use your Redner’s Rewards Card at the checkout station each 

time you shop and then save your receipt.  When you have a 

collection of register tapes, bring them to an RCT&HS meeting 

or simply mail them to RCT&HS, PO Box 15143, Reading, PA  

196152-5143.  Don will do the rest of the work and the Society 

will benefit.  Thanks for helping. 

HAMBURG RAILFEST   

2017  

 Plan now to come for the whole weekend: August 11-

13.  Ticket sales are expected to begin on March 15, 2017.  

RAILFEST will celebrating the 50th anniversary of the       

Reading’s acquisition of locomotives #5308 and #6300, among 

the first locomotives to display the Reading Railroad’s Bee 

Line Service logo.  Plans for the celebration include rail       

excursions, night photo session, photo contest, banquet       

featuring the editor of “Classic Trains” magazine, Robert 

McGonigal, a roundtable for former Reading Railroad         

employees, display of the amazing RCT&HS modular railroad 

(for the first time at RRHM), “Making a Bee Line” museum 

exhibit, activities for children, vendors, barbeque, music, and 

more.  About 75 volunteers will be needed each day to help 

with registration, parking, staffing the points of interest in the 

rail yard and Museum, car hosting, trash pick-up, etc.  So, even 

if you are coming from out of town, please volunteer some of 

your time.  It’s not too early to specify the jobs and times you 

would like.  Just let us know by contacting Dale Woodland at 

215-723-5848  rdg803@yahoo.com or Carol Adams at 610-

777-3764 adamsjimca@comcast.net  

WORK DAYS: 
 The activity building and the bus barn need work to 

prepare them for RAILFEST displays and visitors.  Jobs      

include assisting Duane with track building, moving items to 

storage and scarifying the floor of the activity building,      

painting the exterior and interior of the activity building,     

rearranging and cleaning in the bus barn, spring outdoor 

cleanup, and other jobs as Duane and Don direct.  Plan now to 

join in the work and the fun, whether you help regularly or this 

will be your first time.  Start time is 8:30 AM.  Bring work 

gloves.  Lunch will be provided.  Mark your calendar for    

Saturday, March 11 and Saturday, April 29.   Let’s make 

the grounds look great. 

 

RAILFEST PHOTO CONTEST: 
 Plan now to enter the RAILFEST photo contest.    

Discounts on photo printing and cash prizes are offered.     

Photos will be displayed in the renovated activity building   

during RAILFEST so enter early and often.  Many categories 

for both current and past photos.  Complete details are       

available at a link from www.readingrailroad.org  

http://www.readingrailroad.org
mailto:rdg803@yahoo.com
mailto:adamsjimca@comcast.net
http://www.readingrailroad.org
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MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 24th  

GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING 
  

 1st V.P. Tom Brown called the meeting to order at 

7:33 p.m. there were 6 individuals from the Executive Board 

and 20 members in attendance.  A motion to accept the Decem-

ber 2016 minutes as printed was made by Larry Mundell and 

seconded by John Greene.  The motion passed. 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD  
Duane Engle 610-929-5661 rcths.dengle@juno.com 
The January meeting of the Executive Board was held at 7PM 

on January 3rd at the Reading Railroad Heritage Museum in 

Hamburg, PA.  Major topics of discussion and motions carried 

are as follows: 

 Financial – The 2017 budget was approved.  A letter of 

engagement to be sent to RKL was approved in the amount 

of $3,600 for the review of our 2016 financial records and 

the preparation of the required state and federal reporting 

forms.  Payment will be made upon completion of these 

accounting services. 

 

 Museum – Permission was granted to Don Crabtree to 

gather information on construction of a restoration building 

to use to restore and maintain our locomotives and rolling 

stock.  Carol Adams presented a RailFest 2017 update.  Don 

Crabtree presented his building report. 

    

 Miscellaneous –  Approval was granted for allowing the 

Train Collectors of America to use RCT&HS photos in an 

article featuring the Reading’s Crusader.  Dave Heffner was 

reappointed as Compliance Officer.  Approval was given to 

Barry Hansel to hold the 2017 Reading Modelers Meet on 

September 22-24. 

 

The next regular meeting of the Executive Board will be held at 

7PM at the Reading Railroad Heritage Museum in Hamburg, 

PA on February 7th (first Tuesday of the month).  For a      

complete copy of the board meeting minutes please contact Jeff 

Smith at rcths.jsmith@windstream.net . 
 
BUDGET & FINANCE 

John Brown 717-426-2238 JWBROWN929@AOL.COM 

 The 2017 Budget has been approved by the Board. 

The annual inventory of the sales inventory has been          

completed. Thank you to Greg and Barb Goodridge, Jim and 

Carol Adams, Duane Engle, Tom Brown, Kevin Cunningham, 

and Sean Hillman. 

 

FUND RAISING COMMITTEE   
John Brown 717-426-2238 JWBROWN929@AOL.COM 

 Thank you to everyone who included a donation with 

their dues renewals. Donations for the month of December 

2016 exceeded $21,000. The "Thank You" letters to members 

showing their total donations for the year 2016 were mailed 

January 23, 2017. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
Jim Adams 610-777-3764 adamsjimca@comcast.net 

 A motion to refer the Treasurer’s Report to the      

Finance Committee for audit and vote was made by Larry 

Mundell, seconded by Greg Goodridge.  The motion Passed. 

mailto:rcths.jsmith@
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SALES  
Duane Engle 610-929-5661 rcths.dengle@juno.com  (for mail order 
questions contact Dave Heffner at 717-290-1493 
daverj1@verizon.net) 
 We did our annual inventory on January 21st with a 

good crew of helpers. After the inventory was completed we 

did quite a bit of organizing of stock and straightening up of 

the stock rooms. We have acquired some books and        

magazines from the PRRT&HS and the ARHS that we will be  

selling. Our next scheduled show is the Spring Thaw      

Allentown Meet February 24th and 25th. We are also looking 

into do a Greenberg Show in Edison, NJ on March 18th and 

19th however we are still waiting for confirmation of available 

space. If anyone can help with these shows please contact 

Greg Goodridge or Duane Engle. 

 
LONG RANGE PLANNING TASK FORCE  
Carol Adams 610-777-3764  adamsjimca@comcast.net 
 No report. 

 
MEMBERSHIP  

Melanie Zimmerman 717-445-6301 membership@readingrailroad.org  
 As of January 31 we have 13 new members and 676 

renewals for a total of 689 members for 2017.  The break-

down of members is 444 Individual, Honorary or Lifetime, 80    

Family, 89 Contributing, 62 Sustaining, 11 Corporate and 3 

Student.  We had 20 new members and 669 renewals for a 

total of 689 members at this time last year. We currently have 

871 members for 2016. 

Membership dues are $40 for Individual ($50 outside 

the U.S.), $48 for Family ($58 outside the U.S.), $15 for     

Student (Please provide name of Full-time school), $60 for 

Contributing, $100 for Sustaining and $150 for Corporate.  If 

you misplaced the renewal form that was sent in November, 

just write your name and address on a piece of paper.  Mail 

your information with your check or money order made      

payable to: R.C.T. & H.S. and mail to: R.C.T. & H.S.       

Membership Committee, PO Box 15143, Reading PA  19612-

5143. 

If you receive the Crusader by the US Postal Service 

check your most recent newsletter address label to find your 

current membership year.  Please allow several weeks for us 

to process your membership if it still shows 2016 and you’ve 

already mailed your payment. 

Thank you to all who include donations with their 

membership renewals.  Your generosity is appreciated. 

 
MUSEUM OPERATIONS 

Dale Woodland 215-723-5848 RDG803@yahoo.com 

 We are working on our next exhibit which will fea-

ture the Reading's Bee Line Service and it will tie in with our 

Railfest celebration this August. 

 
MUSEUM BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Don Crabtree  DONALDCRABTREEXX@VERIZON.NET 

 Quotes are being obtained for the roof of the bus 

barn.  Most of the failures in the roof are from old brittle 

plastic skylight panels.  The quote will be for replacing 

the skylight panels with metal panels and repairing any 

other leaks to make the building water tight. 

 Wiring to the baggage car was complete and 

tested.  Lights and heaters were tested and ok.  Still to be 

completed is an outlet to power the adjacent LEMTU. 

 Since the museum roof was replaced and seems to be 

water tight, all stained and damaged ceiling tiles in the 

museum store, restroom, lunch room, and business office 

were replaced. 

 A contractor was called in to evaluate the air conditioner/

heat pump in the "All Purpose Building".  In spite of  

being without power for the past ten years, the HVAC 

Unit functioned ok.  It will need a good cleaning , a new 

thermostat, and filters.  We expect to be using the     

building this summer as a museum annex and a way to 

provide our visitors some relief from the heat. 

 
TRACK & GROUNDS   
Duane Engle 610-929-5661 rcths.dengle@juno.com 

  We did get one good Saturday to work on the switch 

this past month and we were able to spike up most of the   

timbers we have installed. Other than that, there was very  

little work on the grounds or the track done this month due to 

other events or the weather. We have plans to continue    

working as much as possible on Saturdays that we do not have 

other events going on. Anyone that can help with any of this 

work, please contact Duane Engle. 

 
MP&RE 

Mike Huber brothermike25@gmail.com 

 103 wiring is complete and tested.  Start up this spring 

 5513 – turbo has yet to be pulled.  We have batteries to 

operate or shop crane to help with this soon 

 Battery chargers and maintainers have been obtained to 

keep our batteries charged and ready. 

 

Steve Gilbert publically thanked Mike Huber for taking the 

MP&RE chairman position. 

 
PASSENGER OPERATIONS 
Dale Woodland 215-723-5848 RDG803@yahoo.com 
 Dale Woodland has a meeting scheduled with the 

R&N to make plans for trips during the Hamburg Railfest in 

August 2017. We will also have a trip on the Allentown & 

Auburn Railroad Friday evening August 11, 2017 as part of 

the Railfest celebration. 

 

TRAIN TRIP May 18th 

              The Pennsylvania Railroad Technical and Society, 

the Friends of the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, and the 

Reading Company Technical and Historical Society are 

jointly sponsoring a rail excursion from Sunbury to Yellow 

Hill with a stop in Shamokin. The trip will be on Thursday, 

May 18, 2017 with train departure at 9:30 a.m. Train boarding 

will start at 9:00 a.m. The route will go over former          

Pennsylvania Railroad trackage and former Reading Company 

mailto:membership@readingrailroad.org
mailto:RDG803@yahoo.com
mailto:RDG803@yahoo.com


trackage that was used by ore trains in the 1940s and 1950s. 

The train consist will include a Pullman car, a baggage car, 

three restored coaches and a PRR N8 cabin car. Bus service 

will be available from Lancaster, Shillington, and Camp Hill 

if desired. Bagged lunches will be provided on board the train. 

During the stop in Shamokin, riders will be given a tour of the 

Lower Anthracite Model Railroad Club’s 3,000 square-foot 

HO scale operating train layout. A flyer and registration form 

for the trip will be made available to Society members as soon 

as it becomes available to us. Save the date.  

ACQUISITIONS  
Steve Schwartz 610-434-1289 schwartzsj@juno.com 
 No report. 
 
ARCHIVES AND PUBLICATIONS 
Rick Bates 610-647-9359  rbates261@verizon.net  

 Archives:  Thanks to the following for their recent dona-

tions of archives and artifacts:  a collection of Reading 

RR station photos from John Greene; some miscellaneous 

RDG RR photos from Larry Owens; and a door from 

Reading RR pay car #1796 from Tom Jacobs.  At one 

time, the Reading had several pay cars which traveled 

around the railroad disbursing paychecks to the           

employees, and this door is an interesting relic from one 

of these cars.  Thanks to Rich Brodecki and his son 

Stephen, and to Bill Stafford, for help in sorting the     

archives this month, while Wayne Gillmor continues the 

drawing scanning project plus handles requests for copies 

of drawings. 

 

The Archives has accumulated a large quantity of railroad 

books and other paperwork surplus to our needs,         

consisting of non-RDG material and also duplicate RDG 

material.  We have started to sell some of it via eBay to 

raise funds for the archives, but we need more people to 

help with this.  It is the sort of thing one can do from 

home, and on your own schedule whenever convenient.  

Anyone who would like to help us on this, please contact 

Rick Bates or Jim Adams. 

  

 Publications - Work continues on the next Bee Line.  

  
CALENDAR 
Dale Woodland 215-723-5848 RDG803@yahoo.com  
John Greene  215-721-3006 jgreene@netcarrier.com 
 Frank Tatnall has volunteered to contribute photos 

from his collection of Reading Railroad photos. 

 
MODULAR   
Jonathan Barket  570-366-1533 jono1920@aol.com  

 No report. 
 
MODELING -John Greene  215-721-3006  greene@netcarrier.com 

 No report. 

 
PUBLIC RELATIONS  

Steve Gilbert 610-781-2100 SGRDG179@aol.com 
 Sam Herb has agreed to be the new chairman of this 
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committee.  Thanks Sam Herb. 

 Annual Holiday Lionel Train Display:  Thank you 

to all those who contributed equipment as well as their time 

for set-up & tare-down, and staffing the Display every   

weekend. 

 This years layout had 12 trains running, from 1920s 

Tinplate to current-day trains. We had very few big wrecks. 

The "Long Range Plan" for the Display is to completely   

rebuild it, in somewhat Modular format, to avoid starting 

from scratch every year. 

 The new plan Does Not include any American Flyer             

S-gauge. We would like to hear from members who are Flyer 

collectors/operators, who would be willing to build a      

separate Flyer layout. There is a space roughly 20 ft long for 

that. 

 We would really appreciate that, as well as more 

volunteers to staff & operate these displays each             

SATURDAY & SUNDAY from the weekend after Thanks-

giving until mid-January.  
 
MAILING  

Ken Riegel 610-777-4555  

 No report. 
 

SAFETY 
Duane Briscoe  

 No report. 
  
WEBSITE AND CORRESPONDENCE  

Norman O. Mueller 610-446-6651 rcths.questions@verizon.net 
Mike Martin 215-681-7428 michael.s.martin26@gmail.com   
 No report. 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

Lee Schultz 610-845-2414 and  Rick Bates 
 We have one nomination for 1st VP- Tom Brown.  

John Greene made a motion to close nominations for 1st VP 

and Larry Mundell seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed. 

 We have one nomination for Treasurer - Jim      

Adams:  Larry Mundell made a motion to close nominations 

for Treasurer and Dale Woodland seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed. 

 We have two nominations for out two Directors 

positions - Don Crabtree and Steve Gilbert.  John Greene 

made a motion to close nominations for Director and Larry 

Mundell seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

 Due to the fact that all positions are uncontested, 

Larry Mundell made a motion that the Secretary cast a ballot 

on behalf of the membership. The motion was seconded by 

Rick Bates and passed unanimously. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT  

Dale Woodland (215) 723-5848 RDG803@yahoo.com 
 Tonight Dlae Woodland presented the second part 

of a video of the North Penn United Way trips back in     

September 1991 with T1 #2102 and RCT&HS GP30 #5513. 
 

mailto:RDG803@yahoo.com
mailto:jono1920@aol.com
mailto:michael.s.martin26@gmail.com
mailto:RDG803@yahoo.com


OLD BUSINESS 

Railfest Update: professional videos are being produced and 

will be out soon.  Ticket sales will begin on March 15 and in 

April we will advertize via Face Book .  We need many   

helpers so please consider volunteering for this special  

weekend.  Also, please consider helping us sell sponsorships. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 RDG RR MODELERS MEET V - Barry Hensel, 

Chairman   734-649-3056  barry76Lt@wowway.com 

     As you can see from the title of this new Crusader      

section, we are approved for another Reading RR    

Modelers Meet, our 5th annual! The dates are September 

22, 23, 24, 2017.  We are still planning our special     

activities and layout tours, but we expect the event    

format to stay the same as the past 4 years.  The HQ 

Hotel is the Micro-Tel in Hamburg and a block of rooms 

has already been reserved. We expect to have            

registration available in mid-March. We are also hopeful 

that with plans and renovations to the Activities Building 

at the Museum, our event could be held totally at the 

Museum!  Thanks again to the RCT&HS Executive 

Board for approving this event!!  I hope to have updates 

for you each month.  

 Dale Woodland reported that NS #1067 (RDG heritage 

unit) was in Harrisburg on January 23rd.  The CNJ    

heritage unit also ran between Allentown and Reading 

recently. 

 Tonight’s coal bucket contained $57.02 and 8 pay down 

the loan envelopes. 

 Kent Herzer announced that the Choo Choo Nuts train 

shop in Lancaster, PA will be closing in March and is 

currently holding a going out of business sale.  

www.choochoonuts.com 

 Bruce Wagner reported that there was an article in the 

September 2016 issue of Popular Mechanics magazine 

on the PRR T-1and the T-1 Trust’s steel production for 

the construction of a new PRR T-1 which has a 2030 

completion target. 

 Steve Gilbert reported that the new Lionel Reading T-1 

has many detail flaws. The model generally looks good 

but upon close inspection it does not represent the     

prototype accurately. 
 

CLOSING  

 Dale Woodland made a motion to adjourn the  

meeting and Larry Mundell seconded the motion.  The    

motion passed and President Duane Engle adjourned the 

meeting at 8:21PM. 

 

The Crusader RCT&HS 5 

CANCELLATION INFO:  If winter weather threatens 

please call the museum’s phone number for meeting   

cancellation information.  (610) 562-5513   

RCT&HS Corporate Members  
 

 Bethlehem Car Works, John Greene, CEO, Telford, 

PA (215) 721-3006  

 C&C Tax Service, Inc., Reading, PA                 

(610) 796-9330  

 Centralia Coal Sales Co. ,Wilkes-Barre, PA       

(570) 822-4135 

 Health Insurance Solutions, Inc., Tom and 

Nanette Poserina, Health Brokers (215) 721-2220 

 Lancaster Chapter, NRHS, Christiana, PA       

(610) 593-4968 

 Masano Architects Group, Inc., Wyomissing PA 

(610) 376-4699 

 Municipal & Financial Services Group, Annapolis, 

MD (410) 226-9101 

 PENNVIA Private Railcars, Inc., Passenger Dome 

car charters in the US and Canada, West Lawn, PA 

(610) 678-3604 

 Reading and Northern Railroad, Co., Andrew 

Muller Jr., CEO, Port Clinton, PA (610) 562-2100 

 Reading Berks Historic Transportation Assoc., 

Inc., Reading, PA 

 Town & Country Newspaper, Pennsburg PA,    

(215) 679-5060 
 

Hamburg Museum Track Fund 
(since 5/07)  

Receipts   Payments 

Current Month: $20.00 Current Month: $0.00 

Total: $37,747.70  Total: $33,988.90 

 

Current Balance:  $3,758.80 

 

Pay Down the Loan Program 
(since 11/10)  

Receipts   Payments 

Current Month: $603.00  Current Month: $600.00 

Total:  $68,456.60 Total: $68,400.00 

 

Outstanding Loan Balance: $28,600.00   

mailto:barry76Lt@wowway.com
http://www.choochoonuts.com


www.readingrailroad.org 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

 Now - March  3:  RRHM will be closed to change exhibits 

 

 February 28:  General Meeting of the RCT&HS at Trinity Bible Fellowship      

                  Church, Rt. 73, Blandon, PA 

 

 February 25 - 26:  Sales at the Spring Thaw Train Meet in Allentown, PA 

 

 March 18 - 19 (tentative):  Modular and Sales at the Greenburg Train Show                                                      

                             in Edison, NJ  

 

 August  11 - 14:  2017 RailFest at the RRHM (You don’t want to miss this one!) 
 

Save your Redner’s Tapes 



 








